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Rowland Evans and Robert Novak ..

The President’s SALT Il Dilemma

i . A collision last month behind closed

% doors between Secretary of State Cyrus .
- Vance and a Senate subcommittee poses. -

. a SALT dilemma for President Carter

' that could dwarf other difficulties. . - . v
" fled, Glenn will be another Democrat - 2y
. .- To convince senators that U.S. con~.

+.:;Vance's performance before the

;. Armed Services subcommittee headed -

%'hy: Sen. Henry M. Jackson (D-Washl)

**hordered-on the disastrous,. No master

should know, even if he does not know. )
Sen. John Glepn of Ohio, no hard- .
liner in the Seriate, assailed inadequate
verification of Russlan compliance
with SALT IL Unless he can be satis- -

- voting against the treaty. P
£~ Only a few.such .Democrats are
needed to reach the 34 votes required -

jeopardizing the nation’s independence.

of the Ford administration. In the O¢- ]
tober issue of Fortune, Ikie argues
against arms control “at the price of |

and future”—a theme expected im a
forthcoming speech by Baker, -- " Txn: 0

cessions at Geneva do not actually en-
danger‘the nation’s future; a. virtuose’!

«. of the subject, the Secretary could not -
Yrpeassure the senators about new US...
Ticoncessions in strategic arms limitation : 38 Republican senators. : i35, 7 o
" talks ‘with the Soviet Union. Not only.:: % The . elusive:. Senate- . Republican
#did-this clarify Jackson’s role as a ‘: |
“ pearly certain opponent of & SALT 11 ° -which way he is going by siguing up Dr.
“‘{reaty (in alliance with conservative Re- . Fred Ikle, who as US. disarmament
*publicans), but. moreover some fence- .
 sitting Democrats joined him. . 4

¥ The result: SALT If is not merely “in*
" trouble,” as the White House concedes, :
“'but surely would fail ratification in the |
“Senate today:- Since. nobody beligves -
"the -Russiaps will retreat on issues:.
- tentatively decided at Geneva, it is im-
“‘possible now to renegotiate a treaty
_more to the Senate's liking. So, the ap- .
- parent alternative to defeat in the Sen-:
“ate is for the President to put SALT on

- Kissinger over arms control at the end

e

 theshelf for now. - 7. o
++ But to do that, Carter would have to:
“'renege on his promise, made on the po- 4
;'iutical,bamstoming trail Jast month, of
‘& SALT Il agreement within weeks. Be=;
#sides, his national security advisers be- :
+Heve reason and‘approval will:; ulti=%

«#'mately come in the Senate. Obviously,.
£the: White House has no conception of

LA

#+the mood on Capitol Hll t/-* - 7 /s
3 But Vance has. *] was amazed how :
-tough, reaily brutal, Scoop [Jackson] -
i, was on Vance,” a Republican on the-
# subéommittee told us. Conservative Re--
7 publican senators who had feared that:
# Jackson would bow to party loyaity and |
a+support the treaty were reassured. -
&% . Tackson was not the only Democrat -
1130 uppraid vance. Georgia’s Sen. Sam-:
+-Nunn tongue-lashed Vance for avowed -
£ -ignorance of an alleged U.S. offer to re-:
s nounce the -neutron bomb. Nunn:lee- ]
{ytured the Secretary of State that_he-

.

to reject the treaty in light of heavy Re- - -performance by Vance before the sule-|
publican opyosition—perhaps 28 out of.x 4
4. - w2+ but that, as seen by Vance’s responsa {0

% this question:. Will the SALT I limig g
leader, Howard: Baker, has.. signaled: :800- multiple-warhead -intercontinental -
. ballistic missiles ensure survival of USy

hiet battled Secretary of State Henry '

. will determine whetheg thess fears

committee was needed. It was anytling-|

. Minuteman missiles? R
"7~ Yes, sald the Secretary of Biate, &+
. “study”, proves. it.. Jackson:directed’
*Vance to supply it. But at the next hear-]
«ing, Vance coafessed there is ne “study”’
;=-only separate “assurances™ about the:
g.Minutema.n. All right, said Jackson, bring:
%those in. Vance agreed, but Jackson will
ihave a long ‘wait; reliable. Pentagon
#gources say no such “assurances” exist.
=+ Meanwhile, Soviet pegotiators at Ge~
> neva provide 1o help. Administration of+:
fficials months ago. confided ‘to senators’
“they had a loophole: the 600kilometer:
-Bmit on grounddaunched and sca-
launched cruise missiles would not apply
“§f ‘these - weapons were tested from pla--
“nes. Predictably, the Russians found the-
7Joophole and -are demanding that the:
~g00-kilometer limit apply to such mis.
sites, no matter-how they are tested. ... =
211t theUnited States“accepts this
“¥demand, beartsick middlelevel . offf-1-
I clals at the .Defense Department:.are:
* poised to go publie against SALTIL The:|
. JPresident’s: escape hatch would he 16
7 throw up;his hands at Soviet intransi<]
! gence and recess negotiations. i iy
" 7This is' precisely. what would have:
. been expected early- this: year when |
Carter was talking tough onx SALT. But
.- defense experts who had hoped for so
" inuch fronrhim now fear Jimmy Carter:
" is a utopian, disarmer, more Willlam
- Jennings Bryan than Richard B. Rus-
sell. How he handles his SALT dilemma-
are
- '*f“'
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